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B OY DELL, MAV OR. 


The Firſt Court held on Tueſday the 7th Day of De- 
cember, 1790, and in the Thirty- firſt Year of the Reign 
of King George the Third, of Great-Britam, &c. . 


IT IS ORDERED, That the Thanks of this Court be 
given to the Rev. Mr. De Coethgon, Chaplain to the Right 


preached before his Lordſhip and this Court, at the Cathedral- 
Church of St. Paul, on the 25th of Ofober laſt, being the 
| Anniverſary of his Majeſty s Acceſſion to the Throne, and 
on the 5th of November laſt ; and that he be deſired to print 
the ſaid Sermons, 


R IX. 


Hon. V iam Pickett, late Lord Mayor, for his Sermons 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
EDMUND BUR EK E; 
W H o, 
AT A MOMENTOUS CRISIS, © 
IN THE HISTORY 

"O00 . 

HE BRITISH EMPIRE, 

DISPLAYED AN UNUSUAL EXERTION 


O F 


PATRIOTISM AND TALEN TS, 


HE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, IN 
WW SRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF HIS PUBLIC SPIRIT, AND 
THE SEASONABLE APPLICATION OF HIS SUPERIOR POWERS, 


BY, 


THE AUTHOR. 


dee Burke's Reflections on the French Revolution, publiſhed ſince the preaching 
of this Sermon. : 
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MAT T. XXII. 27. 


| RENDER THEREFORE -UNTO CAESAR, THE THINGS, WHICH ARE 


— 


H E Circumſtances and Situation, in which our bleſſed 5 

{ Saviour was placed at this moment, were thoſe of pe- 
| culiar and infinite Delicacy---and to which his ſu perlative Wiſ⸗ 
dom alone appears to have been entirely adequate. The Pha- 


| riſces, we are informed, who were always his moſt artful and 
inveterate Enemies, [having indeed the Form of Godlineſs, but 
| denying the Power thereof, ] had been taking Counſel together, 
how they might entangle him in his Talk. They agreed there- 
fore to ſend out to him, for that inſidious Purpoſe, their Diſ- 
ciples with the Herodians ; who came to him, with all the faſ- 
cinating Addreſs of Diſſimulation, Flattery, and Deſign, and 
aid to him Maſter, we know that Thou art true, and 
teacheſt the \ way of God in truth, neither careſt Thos | for any 


5 


Man; for Thou regardeſt not the Perſons of Men. Tell us 
therefore, what thinkeſt Thou ? Is it lawful to Bive Tübur 


unto Cæſar, or not ?” 
There 1s ſomething, worthy to be noticed, in the hiſtory o 
the Herodians. It is a matter of doubtful Diſputation, whether 


they were a religious Se&, or a political Party. The moſt 


probable Opinion however is, that they were both. They are 
ſuppoſed to have derived their Name from one of the Hera 
and were diſtinguiſhed from the Phariſees and other Jews by 
falling in with Herod's ſcheme of ſubjecting Himſelf and hi 
Dominions to the Romans, and by complying with many df 
{ | their heathen Ceremonies and Cuftoms. In their zeal for the 


[ riſces, who eſteemed it unlawful to ſubmit, or pay Taxes, . 
h the Roman Emperor ; ; a Doctrine, which they grounded on 
their being forbidden by the Law to ſet a Stranger over them, 
who was not of their own Nation, as their King. 


the Herodians with the. Phariſees againſt Chriſt, is a ftriking 
evidence of the Keenneſs of their Malice againft him, in the 
Movement now before us; eſpecially, when we conſider, that, 
they united together in propoſing to him an enſnaring Queſ- 
tion, on a ſubject, which was a ground of their mutual Dit 
ſention ; — £ Whether it was lawful to pay tribute t 


Roman authority, they were diametrically oppoſite to the Pla- 


You will eaſily perceive, therefore, tut the Conjunction of 


Ceſar b. Cone 


ha 
anc 
{ai 
wh 


of 
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Ceſar ?---If He anſwered in the negative, the Herodians were 
ready to accuſe him of Treaſon againſt the State—Judea 
being at this period reduced into the form of a Roman pro- 
vince.---Should he reply in the affirmative, the Phar: fees were 


1 as ready to excite the people againſt him, as an Enemy to 


their civil Liberties and Privileges. 

The Son of God however was not to be ſeduced by the ſpe- 
cious Inſinuations of Politeneſs, under which they affected to | 
diſguiſe their real object; neither was he to be ſurprized, or 
entrapped, by all the Plans, which Ingenuity and Reſentment 
could deviſe againſt him: but, with an Eye of penetration, ten 
thouſand times brighter than the Sun, Jeſus perceived their 
Wickedneſs ; and, to their Aſtoniſhment and Confuſion, He 
ſaid unto them, Why tempt ye me, ye Hypocrites ? [for ſuch 
is certainly the Character of thoſe, who wear a Maſk, the more 
fucceſsfully to deceive and to betray. Shew me the Tribute- 
money.---And they brought unto him a'Penny---or a piece 
of Roman Coin, in value about the eighth part of an Ounce; 
which, at the rate of five Shillings an Ounce, is ſeven-pence 
halfpenny. And He faid unto them, Whoſe is this Image 
and Superſcription? They ſay unto Him, Ce/er's.---Then 
faith He unto them, Render therefore unto Cæſar the Things, 
which are Cæſar's, and unto GOD the Things, which are. 


God' When they had heard theſe Words, diſappointed and 
A 2 aſhamed, 
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aſhamed, Ad marvelled---and (fe him---and. went te 
Way.“ - | 


I cannot allow myſelf to proceed any further, without pauſing | 
for a moment in this place, juſt to obſerve, that, It is a gtand 
Outline in the Character and Converſation of the Redeemer, 
that, he embraced every poſſible Opportunity of introducing 
the vaſt Concerns of Religion to the moſt ſerious Attention af 
thoſe, who addreſſed him---whatever might be the original oc. 
caſion of 8 Addreſs. Thus Matt. XXIV. 1---Luke Xi. 12— 


rius | 

XIli. I] ===. Emp 
a : Augt 
And, as our blefled Saviour never failed to introduce the Wor 
great theme of Religion, however foreign it might ſeem to the oce 
point immediately in hand, it is no leſs diſcoverable in all his of 1 


publick Miniſtrations, that he admitted and enforced the per- 
fect Harmony of divine and human Legiſlation the ſupreme 
Government of God, and the lawful Governaveait of men.. 


Neither would it be candid and equitable in us not to own, 
that, whenever his Adverſaries were ſo mean, or ſo wicked, as. 
to attempt to entangle him, the Wiſdom, with which he re- 
plied, was the Wiſdom of a GOD, and not merely of a Man. 


And, to that Wiſdom we are indebted, for a Precept in Piet) Tt 
and in Policy, which has never been equalled, in all the Records of ne 
of Time, among the Sages: of Antiquity-—and which can of K 


never 


ED 
| never be exceeded, till Time itſelf ſhall be no more, On that 


comprehenſive Maxim, we ſhall take leave to ſubmit a few 
gtrictures to your ſerious Judgment and Conſideration. 


— 


The Precept itſelf is this-—— 7 «© RENDER UNTO C SAR, 
rus THINGS, WHICH ARE CAR n CNEY GOD, 
THE THINGS, WHICH ARE GOD” * 35 


The Cæſar, here referred to, is, if I miſtake not, the Tibe- 
rius Caſar,, who ſucceeded to the Government of the Roman 
Empire, upon the Demiſe of that Auguſtus, from whom the 
Auguſtan age has it's Title of diſtinction, in the hiſtory of the 


World. As the moſt memorable, and never to be forgotten 


Occurrence, in the Reign of the former, was, The Crucifixion 
ef Tur Sox op Gop, the great vicarious Sacrifice, Subſtitute, 
and Surery of Mankind; fo, the moſt intereſting and remark- 
able Incident, in the Reign of the latter, was, The Incarnation, 


or Nativity, of Taz SAvIouR. At that particular Period it 


was, when, the Multitude of the heavenly Hoſt deſcended 
from the Manfions of | Bliſs, to hail their GOD in human Form, 
und faid, „ Glory to God in the higheſt ; and on Earth, 
Feace ; nh... tawards Men.” | 


1 would not be a very difficult Taſk to ſhew PIER Hiſtorians 
of no o contemptible Inferiority, from the Writings and. Records: 


of freral Antients and Moderns, that, the chriſtian Faith was 
introduced. 
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introduced to our Ifland about the latter end of the Reign of } 


this very Tiberius---and, as ſome have ſuppoſed, by Foſeph W 
Arimathea; that Tofe pb, who had the very diſtinguiſhed Ho. 
nour conferred upon Him, of performing the funeral Rites x 11 
THE REDEEMER OF THE WORLD. At 
The Perſon of Cz/ar, is to be conſidered in the preſent cy, hs 
I apprehend, as repreſentative of the ſupreme Authority, Power, 4 
or Magiſtrate in every civil Conſtitution---whatever the pol. # 
tical Nature of that Conſtitution may be ; for, though the pre 
Modes of Adminiſtration may differ, a ſupreme Authority mul this 
be repoſed in ſome Branch of every political State; and, the =Y 
diſtin Rights of every Branch ſhould be equally aſcertained, of 
and ſecured, for the Good of the Whole. ps mit 
| 0 _ VF 
Here then, the Queſtion is, What are the Things we ar 140 
commanded to render to the ſupreme Magiſtrate, according to but 
the Spirit of the Paſlage to be diſcuſſed and improved, let the pur 
Appellation, by which he is acknowledged, be that of Emperi, his 
King, Protector, or any other ?---The Precept, we have f of! 
ceived from the great Sovereign of heaven, and the Lord of al, Wi till, 
runs in theſe Terms--- RENDER UNTO C SAR, Ti Wi : ris 
THINGS WHICH ARE C=sAR'sse A Language this, which WW nan 
carries along with it an indirect Intimation, at leaſt, that, © 
there are Things, to which he has a Right---certainly a pol. It 
tical, perhaps a divine Right there are alſo certain Thing the 


le 


1 
he may expect, or may even claim, through Pride or Power, 
to which he has 10 fort of Right. 


No ſupreme Magiſtrate can have any Right to Flattery, 
Atulation, or Sycophancy, however gratifying it may be to his 
| Weakneſs, or his Vanity---or, however it may be ſanctioned | 
by the almoſt univerſal, diſhonourable, and unmanly, not to 
ſay irreligious Practice of Courtiers, and of Courts. Nothing 
has been more fatal, to the Laurels, the Peace, and the 
Proſperity of Sovereigns, than this inſinuating, this inſnaring, 
this odious Vice. Where is the Man of Virtue and Integrity, 
who does not execrate the Memory of that Sejanus, firſt Miniſter 
Jof this very Tiberius Cæſgar- who, with every immoral Defor- 
mity, that- could diſgrace the human Nature, conciliated the 
exceſſive Partiality of the Emperor ; ſo that no reſpectable Cha- 
rafter dare approach his Perſon---no Honours were conferred, 
but through the Medium of his Influence, and thoſe, the 
purchaſe of Iniquity---the Nation was made to groan under 
his wicked Artifices and Inſtruments, and under the Cruelty 
of his Maſter, which himſelf had encouraged and enflamed ; 
till, at laſt, he fell, as all ſuch deteſtable Minions ſhould fall, 
| righteous Sacrifice to the provoked Vengeance of an indig- 
nant People. | 


— 


It is no more 8 juſt, and an expreſſion of Gratitude for 5 N 


the Goodneſs of divine Providence to this Kingdom, on the 
recollection 


1 
recollection of ſo infamous a Character in 10 exalted a Situatic 


to ſay, 0 how diſſimilar to That, which at preſent fills th. © 
high Department of firſt Miniſter in our Country; not mor | 


to be admired for the Luſtre of his extraordinary Talents, thy 
for the Fortitude of his Mind, and the Patriotiſm of his Con. 
duct. May the proper Senſe of his Value, and the due Fj. 
mation of his Merits, which now pervade the Britiſh Emyir, 
never be hereafter tortured by the Inſolence of Office the i 
nominious Proſtitution of ſuch ſuperior Abilities---nor, by: 
too common Apoſtacy from thoſe Principles, and that $piri 


for which he is at this moment both admired, and k. 


_ vered.” 


When it was Rd by our bleſſed Saviour, Render unto C 
the Things which are Cæſar's, as he never could intend, tht 


He ſhould be the Sport of Paraſites and Flatterers---neither 


could he poſſibly intend to give the ſmalleſt Sanction to thi 
idolatrous Cuſtom, which obtained at Rome, of derfying thei 


Emperors, and paying them divine Honours. It is indeed fu- 


prizing, that, notwithſtanding all the Diſadvantages under 
which the unenlightened Heathens are uſually ſuppoſed to hare 
\ Jaboured, they ſhould have continued, in their moſt poliſhed 


ſtate, in the exerciſe of a Meanneſs fo groſs, an Abſurdity o 


monſtrous, as This; from which we are ſo happily delivercd, 
by the ineſtimable Benefit of a ſupernatural Revelation. 


28 } 


As divine Honours are not to be ranked among the Things 
which are Cæſar's, neither are the Rights of Conſcience. For 

the Rights of Conſcience are the natural, the independent, the 

ſacred Property of each Individual. And, it is God alone, 
who can lay any — Chaim to Influence « or Dominion i in 


that Quarter. 


Upon this very Ground, no doubt; it was, that Shadrach, 

' Meſhach, and Abednego, Captives, as they were, in the land 
of Babylon, and Favourites, as they were, in the Court of Ne- 
| buchadnezzar the King, regarded neither the Decree, nor the 
Fury, nor the Threats of that haughty and imperious Tyrant, 
when he commanded them to fall down and worſhip the golden 
Image, which he had ſet up. Not that there was any thing 
indecent and inſulting in the Manner of their Refuſal, With 
a Modeſty, as becoming and diſtinguiſhed as their Piety and 
| Firmneſs, we find them ſaying, © O Nebuchadnezzar, Our 
God whom we ſerve is able to deliver us from the burning; fiery 
Furnace ; and he will deliver us out of thine Hand, 0 King: 
but if not, be it known unto thee, O King, that we will not 
ſerve thy Gods, nor worſhip the golden Image which thou haſt 
| ſet up! - better were it for us to die, than to ſuffer any Viola- 
tion of the Rights of Conſcience. 


| There is ſomething, which perfectly harmonizes with all 
chis in the Temper and Conduct of another very eminent Cha- 
B racer. 


D 


racter recorded for our Inſtruction in ſacred Writ. For, when 
Darius, the Median, took the Kingdom of the Chaldeans, he 
was very improperly influenced by a Council of the Preſidents, 
the Governours, and Princes, to eſtabliſh: a royal Statute, thy 

whoſoever ſhould aſk any Petition of any God or Man,. fave of 
the King himſelf, ſhould be caſt into a Den of Lions. The 
pious Daniel, totally unconcerned about this moſt unrighteouz 
Interdict, and determined to maintain the Independency of hi 
own Conſcience, when he knew that the Writing was fi oned: 
went into his Hauſe; and his Windows. being open in his 
Chamber toward Feruſalem, he kneeled upon his Knees three 
times a Day, and prayed,. and gave thanks before. his. God, x 
he did aforetime. The Law of the Medes and Perfians hal 
rendered his behaviour a capital Offence againſt the Dignity aul 
Honour of his royal Maſter ;. but,. it is an Axiom in Divinity; 
from which there ſhould be no Deviation, that, Whenever there 
is a Competition between the Legiſlature of Heaven, and That 
of Earth, the former muſt be conſidered as indiſpenſible, and 
ſupreme. 


Hence it was, that when the Apoſtles of our bleſſed Saviour 
were threatened, and beaten, and commanded by the civil and 
eccleſiaſtical Rulers of the Jewiſh nation, not to ſpeak at al 
nor to teach at all-in the Name of Jeſus---ignorant and unlet- 

tered, as they feemed, they very judiciouſly and boldly replied, 
4 Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unte 
you 


16 ] | 
you more than unto God, judge ye: as for Ourſelves, it is a 
decided O pinion with us, that, Ve ought to obey God, rather 


than Men.” 


What has been aſſerted, with reſpect to divine Honours, and 
the Rights of Conſcience, may with no leſs Propriety and 
Truth be affirmed in application to the Per/ons, the Properties, 
and the civil Liberties, of the Subject. Were it otherwiſe, 
every individual Nation under heaven muſt become a Nation of 
the moſt abject Slaves. Notwithſtanding which, in the very 
Conſtitution of States and Governments, there muſt be the 
partial Surrender of natural Liberty, for the ſake of ſecial-- _ 
and, as every One, who agrees to the End, muſt acquieſce in 
the Means, it follows, that the Members of a Society ought, 

and neceſſarily muſt contribute of their Property towards it's 
Support : but, that the Aſſeſſment of that Support cannot law- 
fully be eſtabliſhed without the Conſent of the People, or their 
| Repreſentatives, has generally been admitted by every Philoſo- 

pher, Civilian, and Politician, that can deſerve the attention of ; 
Mankind, 


If then, the Incenſe of Flattery, the Sacrifice of divine Ho- 
nours, and the Rights of Conſcience---if the Perſons, Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and civil Liberties of the Subject, be no conſtituent 
part of the Property of Kings, what are the Things, which do of 
B Ws 8 tight 


1 
ht belong to them? * Render unto Cæſar, the "0 
which are Cæſar's. And what are They? 


In turning over the ſacred Pages of inſpired Truth, for in- 
formation on this Point, we are given to underſtand, that, 
The ſupreme Governour in every Adminiſtration is to be 50. 
noured, as ſuch. The Office and Situation, in which he is 
placed, by the divine Providence, is of ſo exalted and important 
a nature, as to demand our Reſpect, and reverential Eſteem. 
„Love the Brotherhood. Fear God: Honour the King 
and the loweſt Exerciſe of the Honour, which it 1s in our 
power to ſhew him, is, always to ſpeak of him with Decorum, 
Propriety, and Deference. For, to ſpeak evil of Dignities, is 
the Character of thoſe, who are preſumptuous and ſelf-willed, 
and make uſe of their Liberty for a Cloke of Maliciouſneſs. 
| Another of the Claims, which every Sovereign has upon his 
Subjects, is, that of Submiſſion. Whatever Variety and Diffe- 
rence of Sentiment may obtain amongſt Men, as mere Poli- 
ticians and Philoſophers, the Spirit, and the Syſtem, by which 
WE are to be directed, is that of CHRISTIANITYV. And, in 
the ſacred Records, it is expreſsly ſaid, Submit yourſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake: whether it be 
to the King, as ſupreme; or unto Governours, as unto them, 
who are ſent by him for the puniſhment of Evil-doers, and 
for the Praiſe of them, that do well.---Let every Soul be ſub- 
ject 


I 
mw unto the higher Powers : for there 18 no Power but of 
4 3 Powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 


thereſore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 
por Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, but to the evil. 

Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? For he is the 
Miniſter of God to thee for good, and a Revenger to execute 
Wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs 
be lubject not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
fike, Render to all their Dues: Tribute, to whom Tribute 
is due; Cuſtom, to whom Cuſtom ; 3 F ear, to whom Fear; 


Honour, to whom Honour.” 


The doctrine of Subjection, you perceive, is enforced upon us, 
from the abſolute Neceſſity of the thing, in the preſent State of 
the World---from the general Corruption and Depravity of 
Mankind, as well as for the Peace, the Order, and the Benefit of 
Jociety at large.---It is urged upon our Obſervance, from the 
natural Senſations of Fear---which, though a very inferior and 
{ccondary, is a very uſeful Principle of action, among the lower 
Ranks of the Community.---And, it is enjoined upon us again, 
W from the ſuperior and religious Operations of Conſcience itſelf. 


There is however another Demand, which the ſupreme Ma- 


giſtrate may be juſtly ſaid to have upon us; and that is con- 
tained in the folemn Charge of the Apoſtle Paul to his Son 
Timothy in the Faith. „ I exhort, that firſt of all, Suppli- 
cations, 


1 28 1 


ations, Prayers, and Interceflions be made for all Men ; fo 


' Kings, and for all that are in Authority ; that we may lead 


quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, Fa 


this is good and acceptable in the fight of Gop our 93 


VIOUR, === 


YT 


To inſinuate therefore, that theonly true Religion, that ay 


was in the World, is an Enemy to civil Power and Goven, 


ment, is, however frequent, one of the moſt indefenſi 


Prejudices and Falſhoods, that can poſlibly be entertain 
againſt it. The Adverſaries of the Jews were accnſtomed i 


charge this Fault upon their City, Ezra iv. 15. The Jem 
themſelves once charged it upon the Preachers of Chriſtianiy 
Acts xvii. 7. And generally, the Enemies of the Chriſta 
1n the primitive Tunes loaded them with the Slander of Re 


bellion, and Contempt of human Authority; though the Ce. 


nius of their Profeſſion, and the Spirit they breathed, were 


diametrically repugnant to every Thing of the Sort. 


What then'! it may be exclaimed, is all this Honour, thi 
Submiſſion, this Interceſſion, the righteous Due of every {u- 
preme Governour, be his moral Character and Conduct whit 
ever they may?---In reply to ſuch an Enquiry, it may b 
ſufficient to aſk, what were the Character and Conduct of thi! 


very Cõſar, with an immediate eye to whom, the Precept be 
fore us was originally uttered ? 


5,4: 9 

| If we may give any Credit to a Roman Hiſtorian of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed Reputation, we ſhall learn, that, Tiberius 
Coſer was a perſon, who, with the moſt conſummate political 
Craft and Diſſimulation, was auſtere, envious, and proud; of a 
reyengeful and unforgiving Spirit; and, growing from bad to 
worſe, having conquered all the Checks of Fear and Shame, 


became at laſt an unnatural Son, a decei;ful. Friend, and an ex- 


treme Tyrant. 


- 


| The Abominations of his Character could by no means di- 
| miniſh the Reſpectability of his Office ; [any more than the 
Abuſe of Learning can make any eſſential Alteration in it's in- 
trinſic Worth] That was: nevertheleſs to. be honoured, to be 
| obeyed. And, if to ſuch a Man, and ſuch a Character, this 
Honour and: Obedience were due, how much, more, to a good 


king! a patriot King! a chriſtian King ! 


By a good King, I would be underſtood to intend One, who- 
affects no Flattery---who abhors the Sycophant---who re- 
quires no Honours, but thoſe, which Integrity and Virtue may 
be happy to pay. Who preſumes not to diſturb the Rights of 
Conſcience by Perſecution, or the Liberties of his Subjects, by: 
illegal Impoſitions or oppreflive Power. Whoſe Ambition it 
s, not ſo much to reign over the Perſons and Dominions, as 
in the Hearts of his People; aſſuring them, He: has no- 
other Intereſt ; conſidering the Support of our excellent Con- 
ſtitution, 


1 


ſtitution, as a common Duty; ; and Selig! that al pull 
Principles and Profeſſions may be tried by that 'Standard, which 
The Conſtitution has provided for the P n of W th 
* e and Happineſs.” 


And, OOTY this, but 4 patriot King? A Son. 
reign, who wiſhes not to govern according to his Own Wil, 
but according to the eſtabliſhed Laws and Conſtitution of the 
Country. Who very readily adopts that great and fundamentl 
Maxim in all rational Legiſlatures, Salus Populi & Reipu: 
licæ, Lex eft ſuprema. And who acts under the habitual Con. 
viction, that, The divine Right of Kings is, to govern wel, 
| Becauſe good Government alone can be in the divine Intention 
God has made us to deſire Happineſs ; he has made our Ha- 7: 
pineſs, in a great meaſure, depend on Society; and the Hap. 8. 
pineſs of Society depend on good or bad Government. His 
Intention therefore muſt be, hat Government ſhould be good.” 


Wt b 

But, the moſt ſublime Excellency of every earthly Sovercign 

is, to be, a chriſtian King. A King, whoſe primary Object 
it is, to ſecure the Eſtabliſhment, and to promote the Succeſs, a] 
of our holy Religion, as the Cauſe of God, of Salvation, and if t 
Truth. That, is the greateſt Glory of the higheſt Dignity; * 
That, the moſt reſplendent Jewel in every Crown ; That, the 6 
moſt illuſtrious Feature in every Character, ; 
/ 


if 


. 
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If, therefore, we are ſo richly indulged by the divine Provi- 


| dence, as to have a Sovereign, who exerciſes his Authority, 
not merely as regal, or as political, but as paternal ; as the 
Father, Protector, and F riend of his People; it is a Circum- 
ſtance, which comprehends in it ſo much Utility and Bleſſing, 
28 alas to _ this anniverſary —_ pious Celebration. 


nu vould indeed be a Sentiment, we ſhould be infinitely cau- 
| tious of hazarding on any private, and much more fo on our 
perſonal, Deciſion ; but, we apprehend, it is the deliberate 
Judgment of the moſt valuable part of our Fellow-ſubjects, 
| that, It will be the Duty of every future Hiſtorian of the Britiſh 
Annals, in perpetuating the Memory of our preſent Sovereign, to 
record, that, The Reign of George the third was the Reign of a 
| good, a patriot, and a chriſtian King. . 


For, not to obtrude upon the ſecret Operations of the Ca- 
binet---the niceſt Springs of certain political Movements 
private Negotiations with foreign States, and the like; a ſu- 

perficial Attention only, to what we may all profeſs to know, 
and to obſerve, muſt convince us, that, Were every Subject 
theſe Realms a zealous Copyiſi of the Virtues of the Throne, it 
would no longer be the too general, and rob juſt Complaint, that, 
* We are almoſt converted into a Nation of Adventurers, a Na- 


tm of Bankrupts, a Nation of Gamblers, and a Nation of 
Atheiſts,” 


0 We 


tance, and even mfinitely fuperior to that we have now diſmiſſed; 
© RENDER UN TO Gow, THE Tnixes, WHICH ARE Gop's, 


for ever expatiate, and never be exhauſted. It muſt be out 


not heard? hath it not been told you from the Beginning? 
have ye not underſtood from the Foundations of the Earth? 
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We mult haſten however to a Point of Conſideration fron 
this Paſſage---which, though laſt in Order, is firſt in Impyr, 


And here, we havean unbounded F ield, in a we might 


Buſineſs to compreſs as much intereſting — in as narroiy 


ata eat cen . e 


— 


Hitherto our minute Inquiſition has been, reſpecting the 
diſtinct Rights of the ſupreme Governour in human Admi- 
niſtrations; but now, the great Object is, Tux Kino or 
KinGs, and LoRxD or Lok Ds; The moſt high God, Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth. Have ye not known ? have ye 


It is HE, who ſitteth upon the Circle of the Earth, and the 
Inhabitants thereof are as Graſhoppers; that ſtretcheth out the | 
Heavens as a Curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as a Tent to 
dwell in : that bringeth the Princes to nothing. ; ; he maketh 
the Judges of the Earth as Vanity. He ſhall blow upon them, 
and they ſhall wither, and the Whirlwind ſhall take them 
away as Stubble. All Nations before him are as nothing; and 

they 


* 


* are counted to him leſs than nothing, and Vanity.“ AY 
Render therefore unto GOD, the Things, which are GOD's. | 


The Object now baun us, The triune : GOD, three Pens 
in one Jehovah, is a Being, whom it is impoſſible to Hatter. 
« He hath garniſhed the excellent Works of his Wiſdom, and 
he is from everlaſting to everlaſting, GOD bleſſed for ever; 
unto HIM nothing can be added, neither can he be dimi- 
niſhed, and HE hath no need of any Counſellor. How ſhall 
| we be able to magnify HIM ? for HE is great above all his 
Works. When ye glorify the LORD, exalt him as much as 
ye can; for even yet will HE far exceed : and when ye exalt 
HIM, put forth all your Strength, and be not weary ; for ye 
| can never go far enough, We may ſpeak much, and yet come 


ſhort ; wherefore in ſum, He 1s ALL.” 


What then are the Things, which belong to a Being, who is 
ſo great, wonderful, and incomprehenſible ? What are the 
righteous Demands, H E has upon eyery one of his intelligent 
Creatures throughout the Univerſe ?---From the united Teſti- 
mony of Nature, Reaſon, and Revelation we may venture to 
| aſſert, that, HE has an abſolute and undoubted Right to every 
| Thing, which it is becoming his Dignity and Glory to receive, 

and which it is poſſible for us to render. All divine Honours 
are his moſt righteous Due. Our Perſons, in Spirit, Soul, and 


Body our Underſtandings and Wills, our Paſſions and Affec- 
C 2 tions, 
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tions, our Time and Talents, our Conſciences, and our Pre. 
perty, ſhould all be devoted to his Service and Honour. * 
his Favour, ſhould be our Liſe; in his Word, our Stud); n 
his Praiſe, our Deligbt; and in his Mrssfan, our ay Our 
ſtedfaſt, our eternal SO. 


We render unto God, what is due to the Peculiarity of hi 
Nature, by acknowledging and adoring the Incomprehenſibiliy 
of his Eflence---the Myſtery of his Mode of Exiſtence---the 
Univerſality of his Providence ; what is due to his Perfect 
by our hatred of Sin- -to his Juſtice, by our penitential Con- 
cern for the Commiſſion of it---to his Mercy, by making it 
our Refuge---and to his Pozer, by truſting in it, without 
provoking it to Wrath; what is due to his Word, by treating 
it, as being what indeed it is, The Word of Truth, of Life 
of Reconciliation, and Salvation; and what is due to the ma- 
nifold Relations, in which he is graciouſly pleaſed to ſtand to 
the Children of Men, by conducting ourſelves towards Him, 

» The firſt ch T, be chief Good, and, The * End 1 al 


Things ; 


Thus, in general. For, in this caſe, there is no Reſpedt of 
Perſons. All are upon a Level. This is the central Point, 
in which the high and the low, the rich and the poor, the 
learned and the ignorant, may be ſaid, without any Offence to 

civil 
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. vil Society, to Order or Decorum, to meet together, and ſtand 


entirely upon the ſame Footing. There is no Difference. 


But, in particular. The Power, the Influence, a Autho- 


rity of Kings, for which they are accountable to the moral 
| Governour of the World with the meaneſt of their Subjects, 


ould be principally exerted for the Glory of God, and the 
Succeſs of true Religion and Virtue. In an Age of Infidelity, 
Scepticiſm,, and. Diffipation, a Sentiment, like this, may 
perbaps appear not a little uncouth, and unfaſhionable. It 


bas been adopted however, by the moſt eſtimable Examples in 


every Hiſtory; and it has been proved, by the beſt Experience, 
that, national Proſperity and national Piety are inſeparably con- 
nected : or, in the Maxim of Solomon, than whom, it may 
be ſuppoſed, a greater in Rank, or Intelligence, will not ſoon . 
ariſe] that, Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a Re- 


. to any . 


The Spirit, and __ Character, of earthly Sovere; gns ſhould 


| be the Spirit and the Character of David, when he ſaid, 


b Thine, O LORD, is the Greatneſs, and the Power, and 
the Glory, and the Victory, and the Majeſty. All, that is in 
the Heaven, and in the Earth is thine. Thine is. the King- 
dom, O LORD, and Thou art exalted as HEAD above all. 
Both Riches and Honour come of THEE, and thou reigneſt 


over ALL; and in thine. Hand is Power and Might, and in 


26 ] 
thine Hand it is to make great, and to give Strength to Ml 
Now therefore, our God, we thank _ and praiſe my gh. 


rious Name.“ 


The Spirit of Kings ſhould be that of Nebuchadrezzy, 
when, in the moſt ſublime Exerciſes of his returning and en, 
lightened Reaſon, he lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, and bleſſcl 
THE Mosr Hicn, and praiſed and honoured Him that liveth N tnat tl 
for ever; whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, an Purpol 
his Kingdom from generation to generation. And all the I. | they ( 
habitants of the earth are reputed as Nothing; and HE doeth, before 
according to his Will, in the Army. of Heaven, and amony 
the Inhabitants of the Earth ; ; and none can ſtay his Hand, c Be 
fay unto Him, What doeſt Thou? For, all his Works a I huge. 

Truth, and his Ways, Judgment; and thoſe, who walk in tion o 
Pride, He is able to abaſe. FFT 


an 
bleſſec 


The Character of the Potentates of this World ſhould be that 
of Darius, when he wrote unto all Peo ple, Nations, and Lan- 
guages, that dwell in all the Earth, Peace be multiplied unto An 
you. I make a Decree, that, in every Dominion of my King- 
dom, Men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For, 
He is THz LIVING Gop, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his King- 
dom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, and his Dominion ſhall 
be even unto the End.“ 


Cares 
turn 
Iniqu 
our I 
Footſ 
Log 


With 


U 


With reſpect to the P eople, over whom the Sovereigns of the 
Farth are appointed to reign, it is very meet, right, and their 
bounden Duty, that they ſhould at all times Jou the Lord 
their God with all their Heart, with all their Mind, with all 
their Soul, and with all their Strength ; that they ſhould worſhip | 
the only true God in Spirit and in Truth; that they ſhould re- 
ent, and turn to God, and do Works meet for Repentance , 
that they ſhould' believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, for all the 
Purpoſes of preſent, perfect, and everlaſting Salvation; and that 


[they ſhould ſerve and pleaſe him, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 


before him, all the Days of their Life. 


Be wiſe now, therefore, O ye Kings ; be learned, ye that are 


judges of the Earth; and, together with every inferior Deſcrip- 


tion of Perſons, ſerve THE Lord with Fear, and rejoice before 
Him with trembling. | Kiſs THE Son, leſt He be angry, and 
ye periſh from the Way, when his Wrath is kindled but a little: 


W bicficd are all TOE" who pat ht Truſt in Him. 


Amidſt all G2 bee Variety e of n. of + Purſuits, wal 
Cares, in which you are engaged, Take with you'Words, and 
tum unto the LORD, and fay unto Him, Take away all 


Iniquity, receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render the Fruit of 


our Lips.—-Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his 
Footſtool, for the Lord our Gd is holy. Know ye, that, Tue 
Logy, He | is Gop: it is He that hath made us, and not we 


Ourſelve 5 
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Ourſelves. O go your way into his gates with Thankſgivin, 
and into his Courts with Praiſe ! be thankful unto Him, any 
ſpeak good of his Name. For the Lord is good. His Mercy 
18 everlaſting. And his Truth endureth to all Generation, 


Profai 
not I 
| Churc 
grant 

God, 

bleilin 
want1! 
theſe! 


dren, 


In a word, ind 1n the amiable W of that true Rel. 
gion and ſound Policy, which God himſelf hath been pleaſed t 
join together, RENDER UNTO CASAR, THE THINGS wen 
ARE CæsAR s, AND UNTo GOD, THE THINGS, wtcy 
ARE GOD's.' 5 


Sheep 
will a 


| neratl 


THE PRAYER. 

| £© Blefſed Lord, who haſt called Chriſtian Princes to the De. 
fence of thy Faith, and haſt made it their Duty to promote 
the ſpiritual Welfare together with the temporal Intereſts 
their people; we acknowledge with humble and thankful 
hearts thy great goodneſs to us, in ſetting | thy Servant our 
moſt gracious King over this Church and Nation; give him, 
we beſeech thee, all thoſe heavenly Graces that are requiſ 
for ſo high a truſt; let the work of thee his God proſper in hi 
hands; let his eyes behold the Succeſs of his Deſigns for tht 
Service of thy true Religion eſtabliſhed amongſt us; and make 
him a bleſſed Inſtrument of protecting and advancing thy Truth 


wherever it is perſecuted and oppreſſed; let Hypocrily and 
 Profanenels 
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profaneneſs, Soperſtition and Idolatry, ty bales his face ; let 


not Hereſies and falſe Doctrines diſturb the peace of the 
Church, nor Schiſms and cauſeleſs Diviſions weaken it; but 
grant us to be of one heart and one mind in ſerving thee our 
God, and obeying him according to thy will: and that theſe 


blellings may be continued to after ages, let there never be one 


wanting in his houſe to ſucceed him in the Government of 
theſe Kingdoms, that our Poſterity may ſee his Children's Chil= 
dren, and peace upon Iſrael. So we that are thy People, and 
Sheep of thy Paſture, ſhall give thee thanks for ever, and 
will 1 be Gong forth thy praiſe from generation to ge- 


Juſt publiſhed, by the fame Author, 
I. 
THE T EST or TRUTH, PIETY, AND ALLEGIANCE, ? 
A Sermon, delivered on the Day of Sacramental Qualification for the 
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THE 


1799, 
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on the Character, Sufferings, and Crucifixion of the Son of God: 
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— 3 and Sheriff, on April 2, 1790, being Good Friday. 


VII. 
NATIONAL GRATITUDE ror PROVIDENTIAL GOOD- 
W NESS, recommended in a Sermon preached before the Right Hon. 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, at St. Paul's Cathedral, on 
J May 29, 1790, being the Anniverſary of the Reſtoration of King 
| Charles the Second—containing Strictures on the Reformation, Rees 
lion, and Revolution. 


VIII. 
THE TRUE CITIZEN CHARACTERIZED : A Sermon, 
preached before the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and the 
Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Pariſh-Church 
| of St, Mary le Bow, Cheapſide, on September 29, 1790, being the Day 
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